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Carols and Christmas hymns inspire affection and capture our imagination for they often retell (or 
reinterpret) the gospel accounts of the incarnation. First and foremost a theologian, Gordon is also a 
respected musicologist and is recognised as ‘one of the pre-eminent hymn and carol experts of today’. 
He explores a carol or Christmas hymn each day, telling its story, explaining its resonances and 
background, discussing the musical and lyrical aspects and offering spiritual insights drawing on the 
connections among these various strands of meaning and message. Written in a warm, accessible style 
which belies the author’s erudition, readers will learn new things about these carols and thereby be 
able to hear them differently and with greater depth as they fill our airwaves, churches, shops and 
streets in the approach to Christmas and beyond.  

Divided into 25 short chapters, each concluding with a specially written prayer, A Calendar of Carols can 
be used either as an Advent calendar up to Christmas, or more flexibly over the Christmas season and 
into January. It’s perfect for personal use and is also a beautifully presented gift book. 

Praise for A Calendar of Carols  

‘A treasure trove for every lover of Christmas carols – the delightful and sometimes unlikely stories of 
how our favourite carols came to be written, with insightful reflections on their deeper meaning.’ 
Sir John Rutter, composer and conductor 

‘What a glorious book – brimming with familiar carols, as well as overlooked treasures from down the 
years. We meet wonderful and talented characters who’ve created words or music, learn about the 
times they lived in, and hear engaging tales of their passion for singing to match their devotion to God. 
Filled with facts and faith, Gordon has provided us with an inspiring but practical reference book that 
surely is a “joy to the world”!’ – Pam Rhodes, presenter on Songs of Praise and author 

About the author 
 
Gordon Giles is canon chancellor of Rochester Cathedral. He is the author of several books for BRF 

Ministries and editor of New Daylight Bible reading notes. He is an editor of both Hymns Ancient and 

Modern and the Revised English Hymnal. 
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